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chase of members of Parliament. The premiss, we
repeat, can only be accepted with qualifications; next,
even if the premiss be taken as offering a precisely
just and accurate comparison, the desired conclusion
does not necessarily or even reasonably follow from it.1
The ten years from 1707 to 1717 were arbitrarily
chosen; if the first ten years of Anno or of George I,
had been taken, the figure would have been much
higher, and therefore more favourable to Walpole. The
items of the account, moreover, are taken in one way, in
order to attenuate the figure of the first period, and in
another way, when the object is to expand the figure of
the second period; certain payments wore charged to
the secret service fund in one case, which in the other
case had either not been made, or else had gone to
another account. The comparative statement is there-
fore fallacious. Fairly measured, this branch of expen-
diture, so far as it covered a really secret employment
of money which it would be against the interest of the
public service to disclose, amounted during ton years of
Walpole's administration to less than an annual average
of seventy-nine thousand pounds j and that, according to
Coxe, is much less than the sum expended for similar pur-
poses during a similar term of years before the revolution.
Let us, however, suppose that the amount was even
higher than this. Why are wo to assumo as a matter
of course that most of it was spent in buying members
or boroughs, rather than in the avowed objects of
buying secret intelligence both at homo and from
abroad, and in buying foreign mimafcers 1 It ia certain

1 The reader will find the matter ftlaboraloiy examined by Coxe
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